MARLBOROUGH IN POLITICS
when the royal departure for Holland rendered a Council
of Regency necessary, Marlborough was nominated one of
the nine Lords Justices to exercise the sovereign power.
From this time forth William seemed to turn increas-
ingly, if without personal friendship, towards the man of
whose aid he had deprived himself during the most critical
years of his reign. He used in peace the soldier he had
neglected in war; and Marlborough, though his prime bent
was military, though stamped from his youth with the pro-
fession of arms, became in the closing years of the reign a
shrewd and powerful politician.
This new relationship of William and Marlborough
requires close examination. The King seemed speedily
inclined to trust him implicitly and to make common cause
with him in great matters. We have Somers' letter of
December 29, 1698, to prove that in his grief and wrath
upon the dismissal of the Dutch Guards he confided to
Marlborough, although he was not in the Cabinet, his secret
resolve, withheld from some of his Ministers, to abdicate the
crown. " He has spoken of it to my Lord Marlborough
(which one would wonder at almost as much as at ye thing
itself), to Mr Montague, and to my Lord Orford, and, I
believe to divers others/'*
We have no record of what Marlborough advised; but
there can be little doubt he urged the King to abandon his
design. William's abdication at such a juncture might as
easily have been followed by a republic as by the accession
of the Princess Anne. There was as yet no Act of Settle-
ment. Parliament in its queer temper would have had
no mind to exchange the direct rule of William for the
indirect rule of Marlborough, a subject exposed to every
jealousy. Only a normal succession upon a demise of the
Crown could bring him power in a form worth having.
He must surely have counselled upon the King the patience
he practised himself. His comprehension of Europe at this
time was second only to that of William. They both viewed
its complex scene from the same angle. They assigned
1 Coxe, Shrewsbury Correspondence, p. 573.
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